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by	Jason	ThomasI	have	a	love/hate	relationship	with	Microsoft.	Mostly	it's	hate.	It's	like	a	codependent	relationship.	Windows	isn't	actively	aggressive	anymore,	it's	just	passive-aggressive.	Instead	of	annoying	with	blue	screens	and	spontaneous	reboots	like	it	did	a	few	years	ago,	it	annoys	with	clutter	and	an	interface	designed	for	the	lowest	common
denominator.But	I	can't	live	without	it.	There	are	just	too	many	applications	which	refuse	to	run	well	or	at	all	on	Linux.	So	I've	developed	ways	of	making	Windows	more	livable.	Minimalism	is	very	important	to	me.	I	don't	see	the	point	of	numerous	bells	and	whistles,	so	much	of	what	I	do	is	about	simplifying	the	visual	experience	to	minimize
distraction.Interface	ClutterThe	first	and	most	egregious	thing	about	XP	is	how	quickly	the	interface	can	get	cluttered.	XP	likes	to	throw	downloads,	shortcuts,	folders	and	whatever	else	onto	the	desktop.	The	mess	is	distracting,	gets	in	the	way	and,	I	swear,	makes	it	run	more	slowly.	I've	experimented	with	scripts	to	clear	the	desktop,	but	it's	easier	to
just	turn	the	icons	off	and	be	done	with	them.	Icons	and	pin	boards	are	so	1995.	Right-click	on	the	Desktop,	choose	Arrange	Icons	By	and	uncheck	Show	Desktop	Icons.	Trust	me,	it's	just	better	that	way.	Half	the	time,	the	desktop	is	covered	with	hundreds	of	Explorer	windows	anyway.	I	also	have	a	number	of	folders	on	the	desktop	for	different	file
types	that	I	work	with	regularly	in	Windows	like	HTML	and	Photoshop	files.The	reason	I	lay	everything	out	off	of	the	desktop	is	because	I	use	the	Desktop	quick	navigator	toolbar.	Right-click	your	taskbar,	choose	Toolbars,	and	make	sure	"Desktop"	is	checked.	That	will	give	you	a	little	popup	menu	with	which	you	can	navigate	anywhere	on	your
system.	I	use	these	things	heavily	in	Linux	and	got	used	to	them	there;	if	you	have	your	desktop	organized,	this	method	can	be	a	very	quick	way	to	get	anywhere	on	your	machine.Cygwin	and	File	managersIf	you've	worked	with	Windows	for	any	length	of	time,	you've	realized	that	the	Command	Prompt	is	the	worst	part	of	the	OS,	hands	down.	It's
terrible,	inexcusable.	It's	inexplicable	that	a	corporation	as	large	as	Microsoft	should	still	be	packaging	something	so	unusable.	So	I	use	Cygwin	instead.	Cygwin	is	a	compact	UNIX	core	that	runs	within	Windows.	It's	free	and	quite	complete	if	you	install	everything.	You	can	compile	most	UNIX	programs	from	the	Cygwin	bash	shell	with	the	usual	line
"./configure	&&	make	&&	make	install".One	thing	I	use	Cygwin	heavily	for	is	file	management.	Windows	Explorer	is	an	example	of	Microsoft's	lowest-common-denominator	design,	and	I	can't	endure	the	pile	of	windows	necessary	to	use	it.	I	like	two-pane	file	managers	designed	like	Norton	Commander	or	Midnight	Commander,	which	comes	with
Cygwin	and	is	accessible	with	the	command	"mc."	(Note:	when	running	the	Cygwin	setup	file,	choose	"mc:	Midnight	Commander	Visual	Shell"	from	the	list	of	available	packages.)I	also	use	a	graphical	file	manager	called	Worker	which	compiles	and	installs	perfectly	on	Cygwin.	Worker	is	very	easy	to	use	and	very	powerful.	You	can	configure	the
button	bar	at	the	bottom	to	run	commands	and	scripts	of	your	own.	There	are	a	number	of	these	file	managers,	but	Worker	is	the	one	that	I	like	best.	I	do	also	use	one	called	Gentoo	which	is	different	from	Worker	but	also	good.	See	Worker	in	action	below.	(Click	to	enlarge.)Desktop	AlternativesIn	Cygwin,	I	also	often	use	the	window	manager
WindowMaker.	WindowMaker	is	the	most	faithful	implementation	of	the	NextStep	GUI,	which	was	so	far	ahead	of	its	time	in	the	late	1980s	that	it	was	matched	only	by	OS/X.	When	you're	at	a	Cygwin	command	line,	start	WindowMaker	by	typing	"Xwin	-fullscreen	&&	wmaker"	which	will	start	a	fullscreen	X	session	with	WindowMaker	as	the	window
manager.	You	could	also	connect	to	a	Mac	or	a	UNIX	server	somewhere	else	with	"ssh	-l	-Y	"	and	spawn	a	window	manager	directly	from	that	machine.	If	you	have	a	Mac	at	home	and	want	to	use	your	home	interface	from	work,	this	can	be	a	great	way	to	do	it.	You	can	do	the	same	thing	with	Cygwin	as	well.	Either	way,	you'll	need	to	configure	your
SSH	daemon	and	your	firewall	to	allow	connections	from	the	outside.	(Note:	make	sure	"WindowMaker"	is	selected	during	Cygwin	setup	to	run	it.)	See	Worker	in	action	below.	(Click	to	enlarge.)I	imagine	Cygwin	could	be	a	little	bit	daunting	to	a	UNIX	newbie,	but	once	you	get	used	to	it	you	won't	be	able	to	live	without	it.	It's	the	first	step	toward
breaking	the	chains	that	Bill	Gates	has	saddled	us	with.	Enjoy!Jason	Thomas	is	a	writer	and	computer	professional	living	in	the	Twin	Cities.	The	concept	of	searching	for	the	perfect	wallpaper	is	as	old	as	Windows	itself		Why	settle	for	standard,	static	wallpapers	when	you	can	easily	get	an	animated	one	instead?		There	are	hundreds	of	wallpapers	for
Windows,	but	it	can	be	hard	to	find	the	perfect	one.	We	have	curated	a	list	of	the	best	animated	wallpapers	for	Windows	10	to	give	you	the	best	options	to	customize	your	desktop.		If	you	want	to	see	videos	of	some	of	the	live	wallpapers	mentioned	in	this	article,	make	sure	to	check	out	our	YouTube	channel	where	we	posted	a	short	video	with	clips.
How	to	Set	Animated	Wallpapers	There	are	a	variety	of	programs	that	allow	you	to	set	live	or	animated	wallpapers	on	Windows	10,	and	you	may	need	one	or	more	of	these	programs	to	use	some	of	the	entries	on	this	list.	You	will	also	need	a	registered	version	of	Windows	10;	you	can’t	get	away	with	the	free	version	because	it	locks	down	the
personalization	option.	Download	Rainmeter,	Desktop	Live	Wallpapers,	or	another	tool	and	follow	the	setup	instructions.	These	tools	will	let	you	set	animated	or	live	wallpapers	on	your	machine.	Where	to	Find	Animated	Wallpapers	One	of	the	best	places	to	find	animated	wallpapers	is	through	the	Wallpaper	Engine	on	Steam.	This	application	is	$4	and
has	hundreds	of	user-created,	high-quality	backgrounds.	Desktop	Live	Wallpapers	is	another	app	available	for	download	for	free	through	the	Microsoft	Store.	It	is	used	to	install	numerous	wallpapers,	both	free	and	paid.	PUSH	Video	Wallpaper	is	another	paid	solution	that	includes	a	variety	of	animated	backgrounds,	but	it	gives	you	the	ability	to	use
feature-length	movies	as	your	wallpaper.	Ever	dreamed	of	having	the	entirety	of	Shrek	as	your	background?	Now	you	can.		The	Best	Animated	Wallpapers	for	Windows	10	Here	is	a	collection	of	some	of	the	best	and	most	popular	animated	wallpapers	we’ve	found	on	Windows	10.		Doggie	Corgi	(Wallpaper	Engine)	This	wallpaper	depicts	a	calming
scene	at	a	hot	spring	where	three	canine	friends	lounge	and	play	in	the	water.	Not	only	is	it	adorable,	but	it	includes	a	musical	key	that	plays	whenever	the	desktop	is	visible.	When	you	open	another	application	in	fullscreen	mode,	the	music	stops.	Mt.	Fuji	in	the	Autumn	Sunrise	(Wallpaper	Engine)	If	you	prefer	a	more	natural	scene,	this	relaxing
scene	shows	Mt.	Fuji	in	the	distance,	framed	by	falling	leaves	and	the	soft	ripples	of	a	lake.	There	is	no	music	and	the	background	itself	is	much	smaller	in	size,	which	means	the	animation	uses	far	less	RAM.	The	Weeknd–Blinding	Lights–Cat	Cover	(Wallpaper	Engine)	This	wallpaper	is	the	best	choice	for	hilarity.	It’s	hard	to	describe	it,	and	far	better	if
you	check	it	out.	The	music	will	fade	when	you	open	a	full-screen	application	and	resume	the	moment	you	minimize	it.		Timelapse–Clouds	01	by	Jama	Jamon	(Videvo)	This	wallpaper	is	actually	a	small	video	file	downloaded	and	used	in	Desktop	Live	Wallpapers.	It	shows	a	wide-open	field	with	clouds	moving	across	the	sky.	Record	Player	Playing	a
Record	(Videvo)	This	is	another	movie	file.	It	can	be	applied	to	your	wallpaper	through	a	variety	of	tools.	It’s	simple	and	shows	a	record	playing	spinning	on	a	turntable–perfect	for	music	fans.	Red	Car	Driving	Through	Iceland	(Videvo)	This	wallpaper	shows	the	serene	landscape	of	Iceland	stretched	out	along	a	winding	road	with	a	single	vehicle
navigating	the	countryside.	For	those	who	love	travel,	it’s	perfect.		City	Night	Lights	(Pixabay)	There’s	just	something	about	a	city	at	night.	If	you	find	the	idea	of	staring	out	a	window	at	traffic	and	watching	the	lights	blink	off	in	distant	apartment	buildings	appealing,	check	out	this	background.		Cafe	Coffee	Drink	(Pixabay)	Coffee	is	a	part	of	almost
everyone’s	life.	For	many	people,	it’s	essential	for	getting	up	in	the	morning.	This	wallpaper	shows	a	calm	morning	scene	where	someone	off-screen	pours	a	cup	of	coffee	into	an	adorable	bear	mug.	Fire	Burn	Flame	(Pixabay)	Fire	is	motivating,	but	also	relaxing.	Think	about	the	feeling	spent	staring	into	the	fire	at	a	campsite	or	at	your	home.	This
wallpaper	is	simple	and	shows	an	active	flame	burning	against	a	dark	background.	X-Wing	(Windows	Customization)	If	you	are	a	Star	Wars	fan–and	who	isn’t?–then	having	X-Wings	crossing	your	wallpaper	is	the	height	of	fandom.	This	wallpaper	is	simple	and	shows	the	ships	crossing	the	screen	in	a	pixelated	style,	which	makes	it	a	great	choice	for
lower-end	machines.	New	York	City	Evening	(Windows	Customization)	New	York	City	has	one	of	the	most	recognizable	skylines	on	the	planet,	and	it’s	a	popular	spot	to	visit	for	people	traveling.	If	you’ve	always	dreamed	of	visiting	the	Big	Apple,	set	it	as	your	wallpaper	and	enjoy	the	beauty	of	the	city	at	sunset.		The	Nebula	(Windows	Customization)
One	of	the	most	well-known	screensavers	in	Windows	history	is	of	the	computer	flying	through	space.	While	you	might	not	be	able	to	experience	that	as	a	wallpaper,	you	can	get	high-definition	images	of	space	instead.		Synthwave	Sunset	Grid	Live	Wallpaper	(MyLiveWallpapers)	The	cyber-grid	pattern	and	orange/purple	sunset	colors	of	this	animated
wallpaper	for	Windows	10	are	reminiscent	of	Outrun.	If	you’re	a	fan	of	the	series	or	just	the	popular	synthwave	theme,	check	this	wallpaper	out.		Urban	Sports	Car	Live	Wallpaper	(MyLiveWallpapers)	Cars	are	a	popular	choice	for	wallpapers.	Everyone	dreams	of	driving	a	powerful	machine	that	hugs	the	road	and	reaches	completely-not-legal	speeds.
This	depiction	of	a	sports	car	in	front	of	a	distant	urban	environment	is	the	fulfillment	of	that	fantasy.		The	Matrix	Animated	Wallpaper	(MyLiveWallpapers)	The	Matrix	was	one	of	the	most	influential	movies	of	its	time.	If	you’re	a	programmer	or	just	have	a	passing	interest	in	coding,	this	wallpaper	is	perfect	for	you.	It	shows	the	iconic	green	text
scrolling	down	the	screen.	You	can	pretend	you’re	hacking	into	the	Matrix.	
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